English Ivy- Danger to Trees!
Radnor Township Environmental Advisory Council, Wayne, PA
English ivy (Hedera helix) is an evergreen vine that is considered invasive in the United States.  
English ivy can grow so thickly on trees that it blocks the light required for photosynthesis on the host tree,  Heavy vines cause damage and death to mature trees by loosening the bark and holding moisture against the trunk, making a good environment for fungal disease and decay. English ivy also serves as a reservoir for bacterial leaf scorch, a disease in maples, oaks, and elms. The vine’s extra weight can take trees down in the wind, snow, and icy conditions.  
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B Travel English ivy (Hedera helix) has climbed and is smothering a mature oak by blocking out sunlight.
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English ivy is a common ground cover and can grow in many environments.  When English ivy is allowed to climb, it can flower and produce fruit.  Birds eat the berries and spread the seeds across the community where it can germinate, enhancing its ability to spread.
English ivy vines can be removed at any time of the year. The hotter and drier the weather, the faster the remaining sections of vines up the trunk will die. Be sure to wear a long-sleeved shirt and gloves, as the sap from English ivy may cause dermatitis in sensitive individuals.
The first step is to sever the vines of the English ivy that have climbed the tree. Viney stems of the ivy are attached tightly and must be pried up from the trunk to be cut. A large flat-bladed screwdriver can lift and help make the vines easier to   Joey Williamson, ©2014 HGIC, Clemson Extension       cut with pruners.
Cut these vines several feet up the trunk at a height that is comfortable for you. Then loosen the vines below these cuts and pull them down from the trunk. Cut them off at the base of the tree.
Larger vines may require the use of a saw, but be careful not to damage the tree trunk.
Do NOT pull the remaining vines off the tree as it will cause potentially fatal damage to the tree’s bark.  The vine above the cuts will die and eventually fall off the tree on its own.
English ivy on the ground can be controlled with mowing. But the mowing must be frequent (like mowing a lawn) and you must mow the entire infestation to “starve-out” the plants. You can also pull it out of the ground. The ivy stems are strong and not deeply rooted; therefore, long sections can be pulled up at a time.   It is usually easier to pull up after rains have softened the soil. If you are concerned about existing perennials growing in the same area, pull up the ivy during the winter while the other plants are dormant.
Pollinating insects such as honey bees and bumblebees are harmed by herbicides.  Avoid the use of spray or soil-applied systemic herbicides. Herbicides such as glyphosate and triclopyr also harm other plants if they are not protected.
 References: 
https://hgic.clemson.edu/factsheet/english-ivy-control/ 
https://extension.psu.edu/english-ivy-in-the-landscape 
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