Gas Leaf Blowers: More Harm Than Just Noise
It is well known that the two-stroke engines used in gas leaf blowers (GLBs) are noisy.  But did you know that GLBs can expose users to greater than 100 decibels (dB), the equivalent to a jackhammer or a jet taking off? The World Health Organization recommends general daytime outdoor noise levels of 55 dB or less, but noise exposure from GLBs even 50 feet away can be around 70 dB, over 30-times louder. The low frequency sound produced by GLBs also travels long distances and can penetrate walls and windows. In addition to damaging hearing, noise impairs communication, reducing the ability to accurately complete complex tasks and learn, and increases stress.  
The two-stroke engines in GLBs are also very polluting.  They only partially burn a slurry of oil and gas and emit the rest as carbon dioxide and methane which are green house gases, other volatile organic compounds and nitrogen oxides which contribute to ozone and smog, and fine particulate matter which causes or exacerbates asthma and create other pulmonary conditions.  The California Air Resources Board has estimated that operating a GLB for 1 hour emits as much pollutants as driving a passenger car 1100 miles!  By comparison, a lawn mower is less than a third as polluting.
There is a solution! Leave the leaves. Leaves are food and habitat for overwintering butterflies and other pollinators and insects, or rake leaves into piles and use them as mulch around trees, shrubs, or garden beds.  Electric lawn equipment, including leaf blowers, lawn mowers, and weed whackers, is cleaner, quieter, and over its lifetime often cheaper than gas-powered machines. Moreover, electric options are often just as capable as fossil fuel versions.  If you use a landscaping company, there are sustainable lawn care companies in our area that can be found on the internet.
